Northern Syria of the Middle Bronze Age, as known chiefly from the archives of Mari and Alalah VII, slowly graduated from moments of relative chaos (ca. 2I00-I850) to an age of political stability (ca. 
kings of the Neo-Sumerian empire had created a system of trading in which little role was played by a tamkarum who was unattached either to the palace or to the temple.1) Following the nomadic engulfment, as Falkenstein noted concerning the latter, "c'en etait desormais fini du r61e qu'ils avaient joue jadis comme centre dirigeant de toute l'economie et de toute l'organisation politique."2) A system in which a freer hand was permitted to an ambitious individual promptly emerged. Even more radical a shift in economic outlook becomes recognizable. The Mesopotamian lands transferred their mercantile horizons from the Persian Gulf areas to those west of the Euphrates, Northern Syria, and beyond. So that materials which were readily obtainable from the south and the southeast had to be sought in western markets. This shift, becoming more pronounced after the fall of Larsa, no doubt resulted directly from the atrophied state of many Sumerian cities which, in turn, was caused by the West Semitic occupation of these polities.
The rivers, especially the Euphrates, increasingly bore the burden of the trade of this new age. On the other hand, Babylonia began to depend upon the north for an ever-increasing number of materials, especially since the trade with Dilmun, Magan, and Meluhha was sharply curtailed after the collapse of the southern cities. In the absense of those elements on which a barter economy depends, silver increasingly assumed the role of an international trading medium.4) Leemans observes that, especially at Larsa in the period following the one in which southern connections were severed, the flow of silver seems to move from North to South. As an example, the Sippar merchants received payments in silver for the goods that they shipped towards the upper regions.5) But as the 
